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Let me introduce you to our Youth Ministry here at Oak Lawn Bible Church.   I’m Paul Gas-

par, the Youth Director, at Oak Lawn Bible Church (OLBC).   Our youth ministry focuses on stu-

dents in 6th through 12th grade.  We have divided this ministry into two youth groups: Escape (6th -

8th grade) and Haven (9th-12th grade).  Both of these ministries meet on a weekly basis. Escape 

meets on Wednesday nights from 7:00pm—8:30pm; Haven meets on Sunday nights from 7:00pm—

8:30pm.  We also have Bible study Sunday mornings in the youth room from 9:30am-10:15am for 

6th-12th grade.   These ministries are open to anyone in those grades.  You do not need to be a 

member of OLBC or even attend this church to participate.   
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I grew up in the southwest suburbs of Chicago until I graduated from 8th grade.  

Moving with my family to Ottawa, IL, I experienced a little different atmosphere- 

small town life.  Through my high school years I was actively involved in youth 

group and church.  During my senior year of high school I felt the Lord’s call to 

work with youth.  I went to Moody Bible Institute in Chicago and spent the next 

four years working on my Youth Ministry degree.  In 2002, I graduated with my 

B.A. in Youth Ministry.  I experienced another major event in 2002; I married my lovely wife, Ra-

chel, whom I had dated for five years.  In 2009 Rachel and I have been blessed with a son.  I have 

had the joy of working as the Youth Director at OLBC for 7 years now. 

Our Purpose Statement 

The purpose of our ministry is to be a L.I.G.H.T.    

Our youth groups exist so we may: LOVE each other as  

Jesus loves the world, become INSTRUCTED in our  

Spiritual Journey, GLORIFY God, have the HEART of a  

servant, and TELL others about Jesus Christ.  

 

 These are the five key ideas upon which we have built our ministry.  We want the 

youth to hang out and build relationships with one another (Love), understand who 

God is and what He has to say to them (Instructed), give God the praise and thanks 

that He deserves (Glorify), serve others (Heart) as they grow closer to God in per-

sonal relationship, and tell others what Jesus has done for them (Tell).  We want the 

youth to be a L.I.G.H.T. in the world. 

About the Ministry  

Welcome to Oak Lawn Bible Church’s Youth Ministry.  We want to do the best we can to keep you 

informed, make sure you understand what goes on in this ministry, and use it to its full potential. 

This informational packet is broken into four sections: About the Ministry,  

Policies/Procedures, Tools, and Things We Need from You.  

 

Youth Director -Paul Gaspar  
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Policies and Procedures  

Youth Ministry Team  

 The Youth Ministry Team is a group of dedicated volunteers who have chosen to give up 

some of their free time to be a part of the youth ministry and help our youth be a L.I.G.H.T. 

Meet the Youth Ministry Team by going to our youth website, www.oaklawnbible.org/youth 

For each event we require the medical release form and a parent permission form.   

 Medical Release Form 

  The medical release form only needs to be filled out once a year (Sept ‘09-’10), and it will be 

kept on file.  The only reason you would need to fill it out again is if your information changes or 

because a year has passed.   

Everyone must fill this out and turn it in immediately. 

Parent Permission Form 

We require Parent permission forms to be filled out for each event.  These forms will be available 

in the youth room and on the website prior to each event. 

 

Turning in deposits and forms.*   To help us out, we would ask that you turn in your 

forms and money in an envelope at the same time so we can keep good records for each event.  All 

event deposits are non-refundable and non-transferable. 

 

*Canôt afford a trip or outing? [Scholarship Form] 

We never want money to be a reason for someone to not go on a trip or outing with us.  If money is 

tight just let us know by fill out our Scholarship form and we will work something out so your youth 

can attend our trip and build closer relationships with others and God. 

Money & Forms 

*Haven & Escapeôs Covenant 

1.  Everyone is to be treated with respect. 

2. We will encourage each other, and spur each other on! 
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Haven and Escape is online!  Haven and Escape is on Facebook, Twitter, Blogger (Plugged In parent 

blog), and we have our own web site-www.oaklawnbible.org/youth .Our youth website is a great tool 

and resource for youth and parents.  On the website you will find our calendar, forms, handouts, 

monthly ParentLink newsletter, our lesson challenges, pictures, videos, and more. A couple of 

features on the site you will want to pay attention to is The Ply and our Twitter feed.  The Ply and 

our Twitter feed will help keep you up-to-date with important info.   Almost everything you need to 

know for Haven and Escape is on this site.  We also have resources on our website to help youth and 

parents grow and develop.  Check it out! 
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James 1:22 
22 .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻƻƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊπ
selves. //NLT  

Its time to get your Trek on!  The Trek is a journey of growth with monthly rewards and a possible 

invite to The Trek Great America Trip.  Each month we will draw a name to receive a prize.  So the 

more times you get your name on a ticket for the Trek Chest, the better your chances of winning!  I 

have a feeling you have a question right about now: “How do I get my name in the Trek Chest?” 

Growth 

¶ Bible Study/One Minute Bible-You will get 2 tickets for every day you complete the read-

ing...we will ask for a brief summary of what you read.  If you do all 6 days (approx. 6 min) you 

will get 12 tickets!  If you do all 7 days (approx. 7 min), we will give you a bonus;  you will get 

16 tickets!(if you would like a One Minute Bible please ask)  If you are doing another Bible study  

you can earn tickets as well. 

¶ The Challenges-If you do the week’s challenge, you will earn yourself 10 tickets. 

¶ Bringing Friends-If you bring a new friend (2 times or less) you will get 4 tickets! 

¶ Memory Verse-We are going to have a memory Verse each month.  If you memorize the 

verse you will get 6 tickets. 

¶ Bonuses-We will give bonus tickets as we see fit.  So if you are being a leader, helping out, 

etc., you could increase your chances. 

 

In order to get your Trek tickets you need to tell us what you have done!  This is the Accountability 
part.  Each week you will need to take a minute to fill out The Trek Accountability form in order to 

get your tickets. 

Here is where the Reward comes in.  Each month we will draw a ticket for a prize and if you have 

turned in 22 weeks* of Accountability forms you will be invited to the Great America Trip! 

*must be present at youth group to turn in forms. 

updated-The Trek 

Tools  

updated-Website  

Growth.  Accountability.  Reward. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Oak-Lawn-IL/Haven-Escape/58135977820
http://twitter.com/haven_esc
http://olbcparents.blogspot.com/
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Parent Contact Info  

We need your information!  We  need to know what is the best way to communicate with you and 

keep you informed as well as how to get a hold of you in case of an emergency.   

Contact Information 
Church Office: 708.857.9800 

Youth Director’s Office: 708.857.9845 

Youth Director’s Cell:  

Email: youthguy@oaklawnbible.org 

AIM Screen Name: jrpgas 

Things We Need From You  

Yearly Medical Form ( for student ) 

This is required for all youth.  We need this information in case of an emergency and for our special 

events.  We will keep this form on file from September 2009 to September 2010.  If your informa-

tion changes during this time period we will need you to fill out a  new medical form and let us know. 

Welcome Packet Signature  

This lets us know that you have read the entire Welcome Packet and understand our policies and 

procedures and what we need from you. 

Come & See ME!  

We want to try and make it to an activity that our youth are involved in outside of youth group.  The 

only way we can do this is if we are given the details of the event!  You can email the details of an 

event to youthguy@oaklawnbible.org and title the email Come & See Me!  Please include Name, 

Date, Location, Cost and any other details that are important.  The more notice given the better the 

chance of us making it.   

mailto:youthguy@oaklawnbible.org?subject=Come%20&%20See%20Me!
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I, ________________________________________have read and understand the entire Welcome Packet  

 

and am returning  the Parent Contact Info and Yearly Medical forms completely filled out. 

Parent Name 

Just return this Sheet Signed along with the 

Parent Contact Info and Yearly Medical form.  

You Keep the Welcome Packet.  

Parent Signature:_________________________________________________  Date:________________ 

Welcome Packet Signature  


